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September 14, 2019 
Nomination Letter for Dr. Srivatsan Kidambi 
 
Dear Nomination Committee, 
 
I am very pleased and honored to offer my most enthusiastic nomination to Srivatsan Kidambi 
for the 2019 Collaborator of the Year Award. I have directly observed his mentoring skills with 
both undergraduates and graduate students (including myself) over the past year. Dr. Kidambi 
continuously encourages scientific inquiry and values the opinion and insight at every level of 
the lab. Through the development of personal relationships, genuine concern regarding future 
aspirations, and utilization of individual creativity, Dr. Kidambi creates vast research 
opportunities for each lab member. These opportunities ultimately brought significant 
advancement to the fields of Cancer Biology, Nano-scale Drug Delivery System for Gene 
Therapy, and Neural and Liver Tissue Engineering, which are fields involved in community 
health research.  
 
Dr. Kidambi is an established investigator who has garnered the appropriate training, 
experience, enthusiasm, leadership, and necessary resources with his collaborators at within 
the University of Nebraska system. At the Universtiy of Nebraska Medical Center (UNMC), he 
shares co-mentorship of a graduate student with his collaborator, Dr. Yiannis Chatzizisis. Dr. 
Kidambi also fosters active collaboration with other principal investigators at UNMC, 
including Drs. Carol Casey, Raghubendra Singh Dagur, Larisa Poluektova, Natalia Osna, and 
Murali Ganesan. He also actively collaborates with other universities across the Midwest such 
as Texas Tech University with Dr. Madhusudhanan Narasimhan. In addition to United States 
universities, Dr. Kidambi also has active research collaboration with the University of Madras 
with Dr. S. Shanmugam.  
 
At the University of Nebraska – Lincoln (UNL), Dr. Kidambi shares an active interdisciplinary 
collaboration with Dr. Oleh Khalimonchuk in the Department of Biochemistry. With their 
strong partnership, both Drs. Kidambi and Khalimonchuk have jointly co-mentored five 
graduate students towards Ph.D. candidacy. Dr. Kidambi has also shared mentoring these 
students with Dr. Khalimonchuk and Dr. Harris through the NIH T32 grant-supported 
Molecular Mechanisms of Disease (MMoD). By having a courtesy appointment with 
Biochemistry department, Dr. Kidambi has collaborated with several other Professors in this 
unit, leading to the betterment of the research conducted through his professional network. 
 
Dr. Kidambi has received numerous awards through his institutional partners and collaborators. 
In 2015, he was awarded the Emerging Innovator of the Year award, which recognizes junior 
faculty members for recent contributions at UNL. He was also given an appointment at UNMC 
as a Faculty Associate in the Center for Leukemia/Lymphoma Research Department and the 
Fred and Pamela Buffett Cancer Center. In 2016, Dr. Kidambi was awarded the Outstanding 
Research Mentor Award and promoted to Associate Professor with tenure. In 2017 and 2018, 
Dr. Kidambi served an ad hoc reviewer for the multiple NIH study sections, showing his 
service commitment to the community. These are just a few of the many awards Dr. Kidambi 
has received as a result of the collaborations he has established during his tenure at UNL.  
 
Over the last nine years at UNL, Dr. Kidambi has mentored 12 Research Experiences for 
Undergraduate (REU) students, 21 undergraduate students, four high school students, two 
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postdoctoral fellows, and 12 graduate students. While impressive in of itself, the end goal of 
career placement does not truly highlight the personal growth of every individual trainee in the 
Kidambi Laboratory. Dr. Kidambi puts a lot of time and energy into developing projects with 
all of his students (high school, undergraduate, and graduate) that not only align with mutual 
interests but are impactful to the scientific community. As a result, Dr. Kidambi has produced 
over 40 publications since he joined UNL in 2010, and also two patents on his medical 
research platforms – one with his former graduate student. Dr. Kidambi currently advises seven 
undergraduate students and five graduate students- including me as a recent addition to his 
research team.  
 
I also wanted to add a personal anecdote about Dr. Kidambi. I am a first-generation STEM 
college student, now doctoral student, under the advisement of Dr. Kidambi. I have had many 
personal challenges to overcome in the development of my professional skills and maturation 
as a scientist. During the summer, I ran into a misunderstanding with the business staff and the 
department chair from an email communication. After Dr. Kidambi was notified, I was deeply 
touched when he helped me set things right in a way I could glean on for any future 
miscommunications. During our weekly meetings, Dr. Kidambi always shares his advice on 
how to communicate effectively with other professional ties in both STEM education and 
outside of academia and research. He is truly a dedicated professional who works not for the 
betterment of himself, but for the community as a whole.  
 
There is much more to Dr. Kidambi than a team player or a medical research scientist. He is a 
unique mentor with a wide variety of interests in his students and collaborators. He is always 
eager to learn about new things about the research in both his lab and outside. Dr. Kidambi 
epitomizes the qualities and characteristics that make a doctoral advisor genuinely exceptional 
and unique. Othmer Hall at UNL has become his home; he encourages team-building outings to 
bring a sense of unity and family to the Kidambi Lab. Lastly, I could not have joined a better 
lababoratory to do my doctoral thesis in. Dr. Kidambi’s support is the most valuable to me in 
my academic career and doctoral dissertation.  
 
Please consider Dr. Srivatsan Kidambi for the 2019 Collaborator Award. I enthusiastically 
nominate him for this prestigious award. 
 
Sincerely,  
 

 
Timothy A. Hackett 
Graduate Student Assistant 
UNL Department of Biochemistry 
 

 
 


