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Objectives
- Define Social Media Platforms

- Describe How Social Media is 
Used In Medicine

- Understand the Impact of 
Social Media as 
Implementation Science & the 
Impact on Bibliometrics





Raise Your Hands



Percentage of US Population with a Social 
Media Profile

https://www.statista.com/statistics/273476/percentage-of-us-population-with-a-social-network-profile/



Why is Social Media Important In 
Academic Medicine?



https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-6424819/How-fake-news-SERIOUSLY-damaging-health.html - Nov 2018

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/health/article-6424819/How-fake-news-SERIOUSLY-damaging-health.html




Q: How do you stay up-to-date in Medicine?

A: Reading Up-to-Date



Consume scholarly materials
Develop powerful networks
Disseminate your research
Broaden your recognition as an expert



@KellyCawcuttMD



Who Is On 
Social 
Media?



Druss BG, Marcus SC. Growth and decentralization of the medical literature: implications for evidence-based medicine. J Med Libr Assoc. 
2005;93(4):499-501.
https://www.elsevier.com/connect/elsevier-publishing-a-look-at-the-numbers-and-more

Based on data reported via Elselvier in 
2015, this number of peer-reviewed articles 

published annually now exceeds
2.5 million.





#FOAMed





Pisano, Jennifer, et al. "Social media as a tool for antimicrobial 
stewardship." American journal of infection control 44.11 (2016): 1231-1236.





Morris, Zoë Slote, Steven Wooding, and Jonathan Grant. "The answer is 17 years, what is the question: understanding time lags in 
translational research." Journal of the Royal Society of Medicine 104.12 (2011): 510-520.



Implementation 
Science
“Implementation research is the scientific study of methods to 
promote the systematic uptake of research findings and other 
evidence-based practices into routine practice, and, hence, to 
improve the quality and effectiveness of health services and 
care. This relatively new field includes the study of influences 
on healthcare professional and organisational behaviour.”

Eccles, Martin P., and Brian S. Mittman. "Welcome to 
implementation science." (2006): 1.



Step 1:
Disseminate 
Research 

Step 2:
Implement 
Research 



Bibliometrics

Thompson, Dennis F., and Cheri K. Walker. "A descriptive and historical review of bibliometrics with applications to medical 
sciences." Pharmacotherapy: The Journal of Human Pharmacology and Drug Therapy 35.6 (2015): 551-559.

“the application of 
mathematical and 
statistical methods to 
scholarly publications.”

“the application of 
mathematical and 
statistical methods to 
books and other media of 
communication.” 

Conventional versus Alternative 
Metrics



Cawcutt, K.A. et al, Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology, 2019. 40(11), pp.1262-1268.



https://www.altmetric.com/about-altmetrics/standards-in-altmetrics/





Niehaus, William N., Julie K. Silver, and Matthew S. Katz. "The PM&R Journal implements a social media strategy to disseminate 
research and track alternative metrics in physical medicine and rehabilitation." PM&R 10.5 (2018): 538-543.





This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under CC BY-NC

http://arthistoryteachingresources.org/2016/04/the-challenges-of-experimental-research-in-education/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/


@KellyCawcuttMDhttps://www.liebertpub.com/doi/abs/10.1089/jwh.2018.7515

https://www.liebertpub.com/doi/abs/10.1089/jwh.2018.7515


@KellyCawcuttMD





Statistically Significant 
Improvement





Eysenbach G. Can tweets predict citations? Metrics of social impact based on Twitter and correlation with traditional metrics of scientific 
impact. J Med Internet Res. 2011;13(4):e123. Published 2011 Dec 16. doi:10.2196/jmir.2012





“The h-index, or Hirsch index, measures the impact of a particular 
scientist rather than a journal. ‘It is defined as the highest number 
of publications of a scientist that received h or more citations each 
while the other publications have not more than h citations each.”

“For example, a scholar with an h-index of 5 had published 5 
papers, each of which has been cited by others at least 5 times.” 

H index

Schreiber, M. (2008). An empirical investigation of the g-index for 26 physicists in comparison with the h-index, the A-index, and the R-index. Journal of the American 
Society for Information Science and Technology, 59(9), 1513.





https://www.kevinmd.com/blog/2016/10/used-twitter-get-promoted-academic-medicine.html



Risks Vs Benefits



Cawcutt, K.A. et al, Infection Control & Hospital Epidemiology, 2019. 40(11), pp.1262-1268.





- LEARN 
- TEACH 
- RESEARCH 
- COLLABORATE 
- PROMOTE



Questions?

Kelly.Cawcutt@unmc.edu
@KellyCawcuttMD

mailto:Kelly.Cawcutt@unmc.edu
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