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data.census.gov
Objectives of this module

• Extract U.S. Census data through the 
census data website

This module will show you how to:
• Create a customized search for census 

data tables using specific selection 
criteria (e.g. geographies, topics, etc.)

• Modify tables to your specifications
• Download modified tables for later use
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To begin, google “data.census.gov” or go to 
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/.
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https://data.census.gov/cedsci/


On the Explore Census Data homepage, click “Advanced 
Search”.
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To begin our search, we will use the side menu to make our 
selections. We will start off by specifying which geographic 
regions are of interest. Click “Geography”.
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For this example, we will select “State”, which will display 
all state options. If you are interested in counties, or some 
smaller delineation, you could select that instead.
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From the state options, click one you are interested in. If you were 
interested in counties, you would need to select a state, and then 
would have the option to select all counties within that state, or 
only the specific counties that were of interest to you. Setting 
search criteria first means that you will never be shown 
information that is not relevant to your search.
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After selecting “Nebraska”, Nebraska was added to your 
Selected Filters box. You may continue to add states or 
clear your filters. 



There are multiple selection criteria from which you can 
choose. In this module, we are only looking at geographies 
(which we have already selected) and specific topics, but 
you can try looking at other categories, such as race and 
ethnic groups, if you want your search results to have data 
related to a specific race or ethnic group.
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Here we are selecting the year 2018, to indicate that we 
are only interested in data tables with information from 
the year 2018(in addition to our geographic selections).



Note that “2018” has been added to our search selections 
below.

Next, we’re also adding “Educational Attainment” to our 
selections, to indicate that we only want data tables with 
information about educational attainment (in addition to 
our other selection criteria). To see the educational 
options, you must first click “Topics”, which then displays 
many additional options.
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When you’ve filtered for all the criteria you’re interested 
in, click “Search”
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The search results include several tables with information 
related to your search criteria.
Click the name of the table to expand
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This is what one such table would look like. You can click 
“Customize Table” to change how the table looks.
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Note that the other search results can still be found here.



The table customizer allows one to change their search 
criteria and make various modifications to the table. Here, 
we have clicked the “Hide” modifier to de-select a series of 
columns including “Estimate” and “Margin of Error”.
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Once your table looks as you prefer, right click anywhere in 
the table and hover over “Export Table”.
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Select the “Export to Excel” option
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Select the “Open with” option and 
“Excel” 
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This is what the downloaded product looks like.
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Contact information
If you have any questions related to the content 
of this presentation, or have noticed that this 
presentation needs to be updated due to 
changes in the format of the data.census.gov 
website, please contact Erin Johnson at 
erinl.johnson@unmc.edu. 

GP IDeA-CTR CRDEB 19

mailto:kksamson@unmc.edu
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